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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to examine the pathology of social-civic education in lower secondary
school students in Iraq, based on content analysis of social studies textbooks with an emphasis on the
standards of the National Council. This research, in terms of its objective, falls under developmental and
applied studies and is categorized as qualitative in terms of approach. Regarding data collection method,
it is a documentary research carried out using qualitative content analysis. In the content analysis section
of this study, social studies textbooks of the lower secondary school level and the upper-level national
documents of Iraq were analyzed. In the Delphi consultation section, 40 Iraqi education experts were
selected as the research sample. The study employed a qualitative content analysis method and a
researcher-made questionnaire for the expert opinion section. In this study, data reliability and
confirmability were confirmed, and the qualitative analysis was performed by two coders. The inter-rater
agreement for the conducted analyses reached 79.6%. The obtained data and information in the
systematic review section were analyzed using thematic analysis, and in the Delphi section, descriptive
statistics such as mean, median, and frequency, as well as the inferential Kendall's W test, were used.
The results of the thematic analysis, after categorizing the initial codes, identified four organizing themes
(objectives [cognitive, affective, and skill-based], content, teaching and learning strategies, and
evaluation), which together shaped the overarching theme of the social-civic education program for lower
secondary school students. Among these, the level of expert agreement on the extracted indicators was
reported as adequate. Accurate identification of the challenges and addressing them in Iragi secondary
schools requires the development of appropriate standards and strong enforcement mechanisms.

Keywords: social-civic education, objectives, content, teaching and learning strategies, evaluation;
secondary schools.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
In contemporary educational discourse, social and civic education constitutes a fundamental pillar in
cultivating responsible, participatory, and culturally aware citizens capable of contributing
meaningfully to democratic societies. It extends beyond mere transmission of historical and
geographical knowledge and encompasses fostering values, attitudes, and competencies essential
for civic engagement, human rights, social justice, environmental responsibility, and global
awareness (Shah et al., 2020; Usmi et al., 2024). This multidimensional nature of civic education has
prompted international frameworks such as the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) to
propose comprehensive standards, outlining key themes including culture, time and continuity,
individual development, institutions, governance, economy, technology, global connections, and
civic ideals.
However, the translation of these standards into national curricula, especially in developing and
conflict-affected regions like Iraq, remains inconsistent and fragmented (Djuwita, 2023; Kiling et al.,
2024). Iraq’s recent educational trajectory reflects the tensions of post-conflict reconstruction, identity
politics, and sectarian divides, all of which influence curriculum design and implementation. Civic
education in such a context is not only a pedagogical tool but also a vehicle for nation-building,
reconciliation, and cultural integration. Nevertheless, critical investigations have demonstrated that
many national curricula in the Middle East, including Iraq, continue to rely on traditional pedagogies,
emphasizing rote learning, uncritical nationalism, and top-down moral instruction, often at the
expense of participatory civic values and pluralistic thinking (Aloklah & Obidat, 2022; Igbal et al.,
2023).
In light of these concerns, this study examines the pathology of social-civic education in Iraqi lower
secondary schools by analyzing the content of social studies textbooks. The goal is to assess the
alignment of textbook content with the NCSS standards and identify gaps that hinder the holistic
development of civic competencies among students. While some previous research has addressed
similar themes in neighboring countries such as Jordan, Pakistan, and Indonesia (Al-Hawamdeh &
Al-Jarrah, 2024; Aryaningsih et al., 2024; Nurjanah et al., 2024), there is a pressing need for in-depth,
localized, and systematic analyses specific to Iragq. The present study fills this gap by conducting
both a content analysis of the textbooks and a Delphi-based expert consultation with Iraqi
educational specialists.
Methods and Materials
This study followed a mixed-method exploratory-sequential design, integrating qualitative and
guantitative approaches to identify, analyze, and interpret the presence or absence of social-civic
education components in Iragi lower secondary school textbooks. In the qualitative phase, content
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analysis was conducted on all social studies textbooks used in grades 7, 8, and 9 during the 2024—
2025 academic year in Irag. Units of analysis included textual sentences, illustrations, end-of-lesson
guestions, and instructional activities.

The analysis applied a deductive coding method based on the ten core components of the NCSS
standards, including active citizenship, cultural diversity, social justice, human rights, science and
technology, environmental awareness, global communication, and institutional structures. The
coding process involved two independent coders, and inter-rater agreement was calculated using
Holsti’'s method. In the subsequent Delphi phase, a questionnaire was developed based on the
gualitative findings and distributed to a purposive sample of 40 education experts in Iragq. The
guestionnaire consisted of 26 items measured on a five-point Likert scale. Data reliability was verified
through Cronbach’s alpha (a = 0.91), and data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistics, including Kendall’s W and one-sample t-tests.

Findings

The content analysis of the three textbooks revealed significant imbalances in the representation of
NCSS civic education components. Overall, the textbooks heavily emphasized knowledge domains
(50.04%) such as historical facts, geography, and basic social concepts. Attitudinal components
constituted 30.96% of content, often embedded in moral lessons and nationalistic narratives.
However, skill-based components—including analytical thinking, dialogue, decision-making, and
civic action—only accounted for 19% of textbook material.

In terms of thematic coverage, the textbooks addressed some aspects of culture, national identity,
environmental geography, and government structures. For example, traditional customs, clothing,
and local foods were mentioned as part of cultural identity, while rivers, climate zones, and
agricultural practices were included under geography. However, components such as cultural
pluralism, minority rights, gender equality, democratic participation, global citizenship, and
technological literacy were largely absent or underrepresented.

Textbook 1 focused predominantly on historical narratives and basic societal roles, with limited
attention to contemporary challenges or active citizenship. Textbook 2 included slightly more civic
content, such as legal structures and national values, but maintained a top-down tone. Textbook 3
presented a more balanced inclusion of participatory and civic themes, such as human rights,
community campaigns, and law enforcement, indicating incremental progress. Despite this, none of
the textbooks sufficiently incorporated the NCSS standards in a comprehensive manner.

The Delphi panel confirmed these findings. Experts noted that while the textbooks present an
adequate volume of factual content, they lack depth in teaching democratic values, critical
citizenship, and civic engagement practices. Items such as awareness of civil society organizations,
collaborative decision-making, volunteerism, digital responsibility, and environmental stewardship
were either weakly addressed or completely excluded. The highest levels of agreement among
experts were observed in the deficiencies related to participatory learning, civic skills, and global
awareness.

Quantitative analysis showed that most questionnaire items related to civic knowledge and attitudes
received statistically significant positive ratings, while items tied to civic skills and democratic
participation scored significantly lower. For instance, students were considered adequately exposed
to concepts of responsibility, law-abiding behavior, and national identity, but not to rights advocacy,
gender equality, or civic activism.

Discussion and Conclusion
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The findings of this study indicate a clear gap between the intended goals of civic education and the
actual content delivered through Iragi lower secondary social studies textbooks. The overemphasis
on factual and nationalistic content, coupled with the underrepresentation of participatory and global
civic dimensions, suggests that the current curriculum does not adequately equip students with the
skills and attitudes needed for active citizenship in a pluralistic and digital world.

The identified imbalance across knowledge, attitudes, and skills is reflective of a broader educational
paradigm that favors memorization over engagement. The lack of interactive and student-centered
learning components, such as project-based learning, simulations, and civic discussions, further
reinforces passive learning habits. This traditional model not only limits students’ understanding of
complex societal issues but also restricts their ability to develop agency, critical thinking, and civic
responsibility.

Additionally, the omission of gender-sensitive content, minority representation, and inclusive cultural
narratives points to an implicit reproduction of social hierarchies within the curriculum. Such
omissions risk marginalizing students from diverse backgrounds and fail to foster a sense of
belonging, equality, and mutual respect—principles that are foundational to democratic life.

The absence of content addressing global challenges, international cooperation, and digital
citizenship also reveals a disconnect between curriculum design and the realities of modern society.
In an era characterized by rapid technological change and interconnectedness, students must be
prepared to navigate digital environments responsibly, engage with global issues, and participate
meaningfully in transnational civic spaces.

To address these deficiencies, there is a need for a comprehensive curricular reform in Irag’s social
studies education. This should involve revising textbooks to align with NCSS standards,
incorporating experiential learning methods, and embedding civic education across subjects and
grade levels. Teacher training programs must also be restructured to promote participatory
pedagogy and critical citizenship education. Only through such integrated and sustained efforts can
the Iragi educational system contribute to building an informed, empowered, and democratic
citizenry.

Limitations

This study was limited to the analysis of social studies textbooks at the lower secondary level and
did not consider other educational resources such as teacher manuals, extracurricular programs, or
digital content. Furthermore, the study primarily captured expert perspectives and did not include the
voices of students, who are the primary beneficiaries of civic education. Additionally, the scope of
the sample was confined to the public school system and did not reflect potential differences in
private or religious schools.

Suggestions for Future Research

Future research could expand the scope by including comparative analyses across multiple school
subjects and educational levels. Investigating students’ perceptions of civic education content and
their real-life civic engagement behaviors would provide deeper insights into curricular effectiveness.
Longitudinal studies examining the impact of revised civic education programs on student outcomes
would also be valuable. Moreover, participatory research involving both educators and students in
curriculum co-design could yield innovative and context-sensitive frameworks for civic education.
Suggestions for Practice

Educational policymakers should establish clear, localized civic education standards aligned with
both global frameworks and Iraq’s unique sociopolitical context. Curriculum developers must ensure
balanced integration of knowledge, values, and skills related to civic engagement. Teachers should
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be supported through targeted professional development in participatory and reflective pedagogy.
Schools should foster democratic learning environments where students can practice civic roles,
engage in meaningful dialogue, and develop a sense of agency and social responsibility.
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